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once promised Ms help to Ahaz. It is a marvel-
ous story of blindness, folly, and mismanagement
on the one side and of almost fiendish wisdoiii
and cunning on the other. All these plans of
Damascus and Israel to plunder and divide Judah
had played into the hands of Assyria. As soou
as Tiglathpileser offered his first threat against
Damascus and Israel the two allies left Judah and
went northward. The danger to Jerusalem was
therefore ended for the time, but the trouble for
the rest of the country was only begun. The
troops of Damascus and Israel were not withdrawn
from Judah in order to oppose Tiglathpileser with
united front, but each army withdrew into its own
territory, there to await the pleasure of Tiglath-
pileser. He decided to attack Samaria first, and
in 733 the attempt was made. Tiglathpileser
came down the seacoast past the tributary states
of Tyre and Sidon, and turned into the plain of
Esdraelon above Carniel. His own accounts fail
us at this point, but the biblical narrative fills up
the gap by the statement that he took Ijon, Abel-
Beth-Ma'aka, Janoah, Qedesh, and Hazor, together
with Gilead, Galilee, and the whole laud of Naph-
tali.1 It might be expected that he would now
attack Samaria itself and perhaps slay the king.
He was relieved of this by a party of assassins
who slew Pekah, and then presented Hoshea to be
made king in his place and to be subject to Mm.3
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